2005-06-19

Esteemed Colleague,

You may recall that in 2002 our World Science Project surveyed scientific communication among distinguished Ghanaian scientists from the University of Cape Coast.  

This project began in 1994 as a project of the Dutch government and has become the only multi-national, longitudinal study of scientific communication in the world.  To date, this research has yielded important insights into the nature of global scientific collaboration, publication, and technology use.  In the second phase of that study, we were fortunate to provide communication infrastructure for some institutes and departments in three countries.  The results of this study have now been published in several sociological journals (including Scientometrics and Social Studies of Science) and are available on our website (http://worldsci.net/global).  As a result of your kind assistance, Ghana has led the way among the other areas of our study, which include Kenya, South Africa, Kerala (India), the Philippines, and Chile.  

Our efforts are now contributing to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) this coming November in Tunisia.  We are organizing a satellite event on scientific research, information and communication technologies (ICTs), and development.  Local scholars and entrepreneurs will be on the program and one Ghanaian minister has agreed to give a plenary lecture.  If you would like more information on this event, please go to http://worldsci.net
Now, after this follow-up survey phase, we will be seeking our funding renewal.  This could translate into further communication infrastructure assistance.  Therefore, we respectfully ask again for your participation.  

Our research assistants are all young scholars in the Department of Education at the University of Cape Coast.  Within the next month they will visit to schedule an interview.  

To facilitate scheduling, the contact information for your interviewer, Francis Wonchua Ako, is: Mobile 027-7374068 and Email: akotuwa@yahoo.com

We want to thank you in advance for your participation in this international research project.  If you have any questions or comments for us, please do not hesitate to contact Dr. James A. Opare at 020-8189158
Sincerely,

Dr. James A. Opare

Cape Coast Coordinator

Dean, Faculty of Education

University of Cape Coast 

Mobile phone: 020-8189158; opare7@yahoo.com
Christine Forde

Assistant to Dr. Opare

Mobile phone: 024-4291689; krisforde@yahoo.com
Prof. Wesley M. Shrum

International Coordinator
Department of Sociology 

Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803 US

shrum@lsu.edu 

To facilitate scheduling, the contact information for your interviewer, Christine Forde, is: Mobile: 024-4291689 and Email: krisforde@yahoo.com
To facilitate scheduling, the contact information for your interviewer, Fidel Castro Enyan, is: Mobile: 024-3150608 and Email: fidcast1@yahoo.com

To facilitate scheduling, the contact information for your interviewer, Fred Peniana, is: Mobile 024-4804468 and Email: lornyx@yahoo.com

To facilitate scheduling, the contact information for your interviewer, Francis Wonchua Ako, is: Mobile 027-7374068 and Email: akotuwa@yahoo.com

